Note: this syllabus is subject to revisions during the semester.
1. Carry out informed, professional analysis of key concepts, issues and institutions in the field of human security.
1a. Analyze major issues associated with violent threats to individuals' security, such as attacks on civilians during war and human trafficking. 1b. Analyze major issues associated with non-violent threats to fundamental aspects of individuals' security, such as poverty, disease and lack of access to resources. 1c. Become familiar with influential and innovative organizations working on human security issues.
2. Critically evaluate human security as a field of study and practice.
3. Sharpen your oral and written communication skills, with an emphasis on making compelling, analytical, policy-relevant presentations and arguments.
Reading
The course readings consist of journal articles, book chapters, official documents and unofficial policy papers. All of the readings will be available online through CourseWeb or in electronic journals. You are not required to purchase books for this course.
Assignments

Participation:
You are expected to do all of the required reading each week prior to coming to class. There will be brief assignments two or three times during the semester that are designed to stimulate your thinking and generate discussion in class. They will not figure into your grade, as long as you complete them. Grades will be determined by your active participation in class and by the quality of your work on the following assignments.
Policy Briefing Presentation:
Working in teams of three, you will research and present a briefing to the class on a topic related to a week's readings and lecture. Presentations will identify a specific problem, offer a range of possible responses and recommend a course of action. Presentations should be no more than 15 minutes long. Due: scheduled weekly, beginning in week 4 3. Human Security Index Paper You and a partner will write a 20 page paper that presents an assessment of the human security situation in a country of your choice. The first part of the paper will define human security, identify and briefly comment on major human security issues in the country, and explain the relationships between the human security concerns and the county's political and economic characteristics. The second, more difficult part of the paper will develop an index for monitoring human security in the country. This will entail selecting measurable variables, justify the choice of variables, collecting data needed to address each variable and standardizing the data by using a simple formula. You will apply your index to the country at two points in time to determine if the human security situation improved or deteriorated. 
Students with Disabilities
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, please contact both me and the Office of Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 William Pitt Union, (412) 648-7890, drsecep@pitt.edu, or (412) 228-5347 for P3 ASL users, as early as possible in the term. DRS will verify your disability and recommend reasonable accommodations for this course.
Resources
Get to know the GSPIA-dedicated research librarian, Lois Krepes. She can be enormously helpful. "Libguides" are online guides you can use for direct access to library resources, featuring relevant materials for specific projects, including multimedia content, such as websites, digital articles, eBooks, videos, images, and more. 
